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BAND PHILOSOPHY

THE BAND DEPARTMENT AT MCALLEN HIGH SCHOOL IS
CHARGED WITH A GREAT DEGREE OF RESPONSIBILITY THROUGH THE
STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE THAT HAVE BEEN SET THROUGH THE
RICH TRADITION OF THE MCHI BAND. IN ORDER TO HELP BAND
MEMBERS AND PARENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR AREAS OF
RESPONSIBILITY, WE HAVE INCLUDED A STATEMENT OF BAND POLICY
FOR YOUR REVIEW AND SUPPORT. WE HOPE THAT YOU FIND OUR
BAND HANDBOOK BENEFICIAL AND INFORMATIVE.

THE BAND PROVIDES AN ATMOSPHERE FOR STUDENTS TO LEARN
MUCH ABOUT MUSIC AND THEMSELVES. THE BAND STRIVES TO
PRODUCE IN A POSITIVE WAY THE DISCIPLINE OF PROPER
PERFORMANCE, APPEARANCE, AND BEHAVIOR AS YOUNG ADULTS. THIS
CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED THROUGH PRIDE, RESPONSIBILITY, INITIATIVE,
DETERMINATION, AND PERSEVERANCE. ATTITUDE AND EFFORT ARE
ALSO DISPLAYED THROUGH COOPERATION AND LEARNING WITH THEIR
PEERS. IT SHOULD ALSO BE REALIZED THAT TO DEVELOP A GOOD
PERFORMING BAND REQUIRES A GREAT DEAL OF TIME, EFFORT, AND
DESIRE.

THE MARCHING BAND FILLS AN IMPORTANT NEED IN THE AREA OF
PHYSICAL FITNESS. OUTSIDE OF THE PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
IN SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES, THERE IS NO OTHER ACTIVITY THAT
STUDENTS CAN BE A PART OF, IN SUCH AN ORGANIZED FASHION,
WHICH PROVIDES ANY MORE PHYSICAL BENEFIT.

IT CANNOT BE OVER EMPHASIZED THAT THE BAND IS MADE UP OF
A GROUP OF INDIVIDUAL PEOPLE STRIVING FOR ONE COMMON GOAL..
THERE ARE THREE ATTITUDES THESE INDIVIDUALS MUST ASSUME. (1)
THEY ACHIEVE BECAUSE THEY ARE RESPECTFUL AND OBEDIENT TO
AUTHORITY, (2) THEY ACHIEVE BECAUSE THEY ARE PART OF A LARGER
GROUP AND ARE WORKING AS A TEAM, AND (3) THEY ACHIEVE BECAUSE
THEY WANT TO ACHIEVE. STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE HAS TRUE
EDUCATIONAL VALUE, BUT IF ALL INDIVIDUALS WERE TO STRIVE FOR
EXCELLENCE BECAUSE THEY WANT TO, POSITIVE AND LASTING
RESULTS ARE ACHIEVED. ALL BANDS ARE SIMILAR IN PERSONAL
TALENT BUT THE GREAT BANDS ARE THE ONES THAT WANT TO BE
GREAT AND WILL PAY THE PRICE BECAUSE THEY WANT TO. ALL OF US
HAVE BEEN BLESSED WITH DIFFERENT TALENTS, BUT IT IS UP TO EACH
INDIVIDUAL TO DEVELOP THESE TALENTS TO THE FULLEST.

IF ANY OF THE BAND DIRECTING STAFF CAN BE OF ANY HELP,
PLEASE DON’'T HESITATE TO CONTACT US. REMEMBER,
COMMUNICATION IS A TWO WAY STREET. AS DIRECTORS, WE GIVE OUR
BEST EFFORT AND ARE, OF COURSE, ONLY HUMAN. IN ORDER TO HAVE
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ANY SUCCESSFUL ORGANIZATION IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE
DIRECTORS HAVE THE FINAL DECISION.

CODE OF CONDUCT

THE CODE OF CONDUCT OF THE MCHI BAND IS THE SAME AS THAT
LISTED IN THE MCHI STUDENT HANDBOOK. ALL STUDENTS ARE
EXPECTED TO ABIDE BY THESE RULES WHETHER ON CAMPUS OR AT
ANY LOCATION WHERE THEY ARE REPRESENTING OUR BAND, OUR
SCHOOL, AND OUR COMMUNITY.

THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL,
TOBACCO, OR DRUGS TO BE TOLERATED AT A BAND FUNCTION
WHETHER IT BE PRACTICE, PERFORMANCE OR EN ROUTE.

THE SAME IS TRUE OF PROFANITY, ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR
OR ANY CONDUCT UNBECOMING TO A LADY OR GENTLEMAN.
OUR BAND PHILOSOPHY IS BASED ON PRIDE,
RESPONSIBILITY, INITIATIVE, DETERMINATION, AND
PERSEVERANCE. THOSE WHO CAN NOT ABIDE BY THE
SCHOOL AND BAND RULES, DO NOT HAVE A PLACE IN THE
MCHI BAND PROGRAM.

GRADING POLICY

EFFORT AND ATTITUDE GO A LONG WAY IN DETERMINING A STUDENT’S
GRADE. EACH STUDENT RECEIVES A WEEKLY PARTICIPATION GRADE
WHICH IS BASED ON THE OBSERVATION OF THE DIRECTOR IN THE
STUDENT’'S CLASS PARTICIPATION AND ANY SECTION OR OTHER
PRACTICE REHEARSALS. DURING MARCHING SEASON THIS GRADE IS
BASED SOLELY ON THE STUDENTS ATTENDANCE AT MARCHING
PRACTICE. EVERY PERFORMANCE IS A MAJOR GRADE. EACH STUDENT
IS GIVEN A GRADE BASED ON THE PREPARATION FOR THE LESSONS
(WEEKLY IN MOST CASES) THEY RECEIVE FROM THEIR INDIVIDUAL
TEACHER. LESSONS ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR BAND
PROGRAM AND ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE SUFFICIENTLY
PREPARED.

SUMMATIVE GRADES INCLUDE: 60%

WEEKLY LESSON GRADES
TESTS (THIS ALSO INCLUDES PERFORMANCES)
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WEEKLY PARTICIPATION: 30%
(DURING MARCHING SEASON, ATTENDANCE AT AFTER
SCHOOL MARCHING PRACTICE DETERMINES THIS GRADE.)
OTHER.: 10%
VARIOUS OTHER ITEMS SUCH AS FORMS THAT HAVE TO BE

TURNED IN, HOMEWORK, LOCKER CHECKS, MUSIC CHECKS,
PENCILS CHECKS, ETC.

ATTENDANCE

MEMBERSHIP IN THE MCHI BAND AUTOMATICALLY INCLUDES
ATTENDANCE AT ALL REHEARSALS, SECTIONALS, LESSONS, AND
PERFORMANCES. SCHEDULES ARE GIVEN IN ADVANCE ALONG WITH A
COMPLETE CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE WHOLE YEAR IN AUGUST.
ABSENCE DUE TO ILLNESS OR ACCIDENT WILL, OF COURSE, BE
EXCUSED, HOWEVER, THE DIRECTOR MUST BE NOTIFIED BEFORE
PERFORMANCE OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. ACCURATE RECORDS ARE
KEPT BY THE DIRECTORS IN REGARD TO ATTENDANCE TO ALL
FUNCTIONS. WHEN ABSENT, ALL STUDENTS MUST TURN A WRITTEN
EXCUSE (WITHIN 5 DAYS) SIGNED BY THEIR PARENTS. AN
UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM A PERFORMANCE CAN RESULT IN
BEING REMOVED FROM THE McHI BAND.

UIL EVENTS

ALL STUDENTS THAT ARE SCHOLASTICALLY ELIGIBLE MUST PERFORM
AT UIL CONTESTS. THERE ARE THREE MAIN U.I.L. EVENTS EACH YEAR:
MARCHING CONTEST (PIGSKIN), SOLO & ENSEMBLE CONTEST, AND
CONCERT AND SIGHT-READING CONTEST. THESE WILL ALL COUNT AS
A MAJOR GRADE FOR THEIR PERSPECTIVE SEMESTER.

PIGSKIN - MARCHING SEASON POINTS TOWARD THIS CONTEST.
EVERYONE MUST SET ASIDE THIS DAY IN ADVANCE.



SOLO & ENSEMBLE - EACH STUDENT SHOULD SELECT WITH THE
AID OF A DIRECTOR A SOLO AND./OR ENSEMBLE TO PERFORM AT THIS
CONTEST. I[F AN ENSEMBLE IS SELECTED, IT IS ADVISED THAT ALL
MEMBERS OF THE GROUP BE IN THE SAME CLASS (OR BAND) FOR
EASIER REHEARSAL HELP. A STUDENT MAY ALSO ENTER ANOTHER
SOLO OR ENSEMBLE IF THEY WISH AS LONG AS IT IS A DIFFERENT
EVENT. [F A CONFLICT ARISES AND A STUDENT MISSES THE
CONTEST, THE STUDENT MUST REIMBURSE THE BAND
PROGRAM THE ENTRY AND ACCOMPANIMENT FEE.

CONCERT & SIGHT-READING - THIS CONTEST CULMINATES THE
YEAR AND IS THE LAST MAJOR GRADE OF THE YEAR (EQUIVALENT OF A
TERM PAPER).

BAND CURRICULUM

1. WIND ENSEMBLE - MEMBERSHIP IS COMPOSED OF THE MOST
OUTSTANDING MUSICIANS IN THE BAND PROGRAM. THESE
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO REPRESENT MCHI AT THE ALL-
VALLEY TRYOUTS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER AND TO
PARTICIPATE AT THE U.l.L.. SOLO & ENSEMBLE CONTEST IN
FEBRUARY. THESE STUDENTS MUST PLACE BAND AS TOP
PRIORITY, ATTEND ALL REHEARSALS AND PRACTICE AN AVERAGE
OF 5 HOURS PER WEEK.

2. SYMPHONIC BAND - THESE STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO
AVERAGE AT LEAST 3 HOURS PER WEEK IN PRACTICE AND WILL
ALSO STUDY A VARIETY OF MUSICAL EXPERIENCES. THESE
STUDENTS MAY TRYOUT FOR ALL-VALLEY IF THEY WISH TO AND
ARE PREPARED. THESE STUDENTS ARE ALSO EXPECTED TO
PARTICIPATE AT SOLO & ENSEMBLE CONTEST. MEMBERSHIP IN
THIS BAND WILL ALSO INCLUDE MANDATORY ATTENDANCE AT
ONE SECTION REHEARSAL PER WEEK AFTER THE FOOTBALL
SEASON.

3. CONCERT BAND - MEMBERSHIP IS FOR THOSE STUDENTS WHO
WOULD LIKE TO BE IN BAND AND ENJOY SOME MUSICAL
EXPERIENCE. THESE STUDENTS WILL LEARN, PERFORM AND
PRACTICE AT LEAST 3 HOURS PER WEEK AND MAY TRYOUT FOR
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ALL-VALLEY IF THEY ARE PREPARED. THESE STUDENTS SHOULD
ALSO ENTER SOLO & ENSEMBLE CONTEST.

4. ORCHESTRA - WIND PLAYERS ENROLLED IN BAND MAY PLAY
WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA BY TRYING OUT AND/OR
BEING ACCEPTED BY THE HEAD BAND DIRECTOR. THEY WILL
NEED TO AGREE TO ATTEND THE NECESSARY REHEARSALS AND
PERFORMANCES HELD OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL TIME.

CHAIR TEST POLICY

CHAIR PLACEMENT IS THE DETERMINED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE
ENSEMBLE AND./OR THE INDIVIDUAL LESSON TEACHER (THE BAND
DIRECTOR THAT IS ASSIGNED TO TEACH THE STUDENTS INDIVIDUALLY
OR IN SMALL GROUPS). THE LESSON TEACHERS SPEND A LOT OF TIME
WITH THE STUDENTS AND OFTEN HAVE THE BEST IDEA OF THE
PERFORMANCE LEVEL OF EACH STUDENT. ALSO, THEY KNOW
WHETHER THE STUDENTS NEED THE MOTIVATION TO PRACTICE, WHICH
IS OFTEN ACHIEVED THROUGH CHAIR TESTS. IF THE DIRECTOR OF THE
PERFORMING ENSEMBLE BELIEVES THAT A CHAIR TEST IS NEEDED,
THEN ONE WILL BE GIVEN.

THERE WILL BE A MINIMUM OF TWO CHAIR TESTS GIVEN PER SCHOOL
YEAR PER SECTION AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BAND DIRECTOR IN
CHARGE OF TEACHING THOSE PARTICULAR STUDENTS.

ALL REGION BAND TRYOUTS WILL SERVE AS AN ADDITIONAL CHAIR

TEST BUT WILL IN NO WAY SERVE AS A PERMANENT CHAIR ORDER FOR
THE YEAR.

BAND JACKET AWARD

EACH YEAR, THE MCALLEN [.S.D. AWARDS TO EACH SENIOR MEMBER
OF THE BAND IN GOOD STANDING A SENIOR BAND JACKET.



1. SENIORS ENTERING THE BAND DURING THE SENIOR YEAR MUST
HAVE THE APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTORS BEFORE RECEIVING THE
JACKET.

2. THE JACKET MAY BE AWARDED REGARDLESS OF WHICH BAND
THE SENIOR IS IN.

3. SENIORS DROPPING BAND BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR OR
AFTER THE AWARDS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED MUST RETURN THE
JACKET.

4. UIL RULES STATE THAT A STUDENT MAY RECEIVE ONLY ONE
LETTER JACKET DURING THEIR HIGH SCHOOL CAREER.
STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE AWARDS IN ATHLETICS OR OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS MUST NOTIFY THE BAND DIRECTORS, COACHES
AND SPONSORS OF OTHER ORGANIZATIONS WHICH AWARD
HE/SHE WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE. A STUDENT MAY EARN AS
MANY LETTERS AND OTHER SMALLER AWARDS AS THEY CAN.
SENIOR JACKETS ARE GIVEN OUT EARLY IN THE SENIOR YEAR SO
THE SENIORS MAY ENJOY THEM DURING THE COOLER MONTHS
(USUALLY SEPTEMBER). THE HEAD BAND DIRECTOR HAS THE
FINAL SAY SO ON WHICH STUDENTS HAVE EARNED JACKETS.
ONLY STUDENTS PERFORMING WITH AN ALL~STATE
ORGANIZATION MAY RECEIVE JACKETS EARLY.

BAND AWARDS

THE JOHN PHILLIP SOUSA AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY TO
THE TOP SENIOR IN THE BAND (THE DECISION IS MADE BY THE
DIRECTORS). A SCHOLARSHIP FOR THIS AWARD IS GIVEN BY THE BAND
BOOSTER CLUB.

THE ARION AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY TO THE SECOND
HIGHEST RANKING SENIOR. A SCHOLARSHIP FOR THIS AWARD IS GIVEN
BY THE BAND BOOSTER CLUB.

THE L.M. SNAVELY AWARD GOES TO THE SENIOR MOST DESERVING
BY THE DIRECTING STAFF. A SCHOLARSHIP FOR THIS AWARD IS GIVEN
BY THE BAND BOOSTER CLUB.

THE ART RATLEY “PURPLE HEART” AWARD GOES TO THE SENIOR
WHO SHOWS THE MOST DEDICATION TO THE MCHI BULLDOG BAND.



THE LOUIS ARMSTRONG JAZZ AWARD IS GIVEN EACH YEAR TO THE
STUDENT MOST DESERVING IN THE JAZZ AREA. THIS IS THE CHOICE OF
THE DIRECTOR AND IS OFTEN A SENIOR.

OTHER AWARDS AND RECOGNITION MAY BE PRESENTED BY THE BAND

DIRECTORS AND THE MCHI BAND BOOSTER CLUB AS DEEMED
APPROPRIATE.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

ELECTION OF OFFICERS IS HELD IN MAY OR AS ANNOUNCED BY THE
DIRECTORS. BAND STUDENTS ARE ALLOWED TO RUN FOR OFFICE
PROVIDED THEY HAVE, AND MAINTAIN, AN OVERALL GRADE AVERAGE
OF 80 (WITH AT LEAST 90 IN BAND) AT THE END OF THE LATEST
REPORT PERIOD THE ELECTION IS HELD. A PETITION SIGNED BY AT
LEAST FIFTEEN STUDENTS (BAND) MUST BE PRESENTED TO THE
DIRECTOR AT A PREDETERMINED DATE AS PRESCRIBED BY THE
DIRECTOR, WITH A COPY OF STUDENT’'S LATEST REPORT CARD
ATTACHED. OFFICERS THAT BECOME INELIGIBLE MAY LOSE THEIR
POSITIONS. ELECTION RESULTS ARE USUALLY ANNOUNCED AT THE
BAND BANQUET HELD IN MAY.

BAND PRESIDENT (SENIOR)

1. COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE BAND (STRONG LEADERSHIP AND
ATTITUDE)

2. REPRESENTS THE BAND AT VARIOUS FUNCTIONS.

3. CHECKS WITH OTHER OFFICERS PERIODICALLY TO SEE THAT
EVERYTHING IS RUNNING SMOOTHLY AND EFFICIENTLY.

VICE-PRESIDENT (SENIOR)

1. SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE.

2. BAND HALL MONITOR (RESPONSIBLE FOR CARE OF THE ROOM
AND EQUIPMENT)

3. MONITORS INSTRUMENT STORAGE ROOM.

SECRETARY

1. ASSISTS DIRECTORS WITH RECORD KEEPING.

2. ASSISTS DIRECTORS WITH FUND RAISING CLERICAL WORK.
3. DOES ASSIGNED SECRETARIAL WORK.



HISTORIAN

1. WRITES NEWS RELEASES, WHICH MUST BE APPROVED BY THE
DIRECTORS.

2. KEEPS THE BAND SCRAP BOOK AND TURNS IT IN TO THE
DIRECTOR AT THE END OF THE YEAR FOR THE BAND BANQUET.

3. PUBLICITY OFFICER FOR ALL BAND FUNCTIONS.

CHAPLAIN

1. PREPARES AND PRESENTS DEVOTIONALS WHEN ASSIGNED.

2. BUYS FLOWERS AND MEMORIALS AND SENDS “GET WELL”
CARDS.

3. SERVES AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORE, & JUNIOR
REPRESENTATIVE

1. IS THE VOICE OF THEIR CLASS.

2.  MAINTAINS THE BULLETIN BOARD DEDICATED TO THEIR CLASS.

APPOINTED BAND OFFICERS

DRUM MAJOR

1. BOY OR GIRL WITH HEAD DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL.

2. A MEMBER OF THE WIND ENSEMBLE OR SYMPHONIC BAND AT
THE TIME OF TRYOUTS.

MUST BE AN EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD MARCHER (2 YEARS OR
MORE EXPERIENCE), MUSICIAN AND LEADER.

MUST BE ACADEMICALLY ELIGIBLE AT THE TIME OF TRYOUT WITH
AT LEAST A GRADE OF 90 IN BAND.

TEN SIGNATURES OR MORE ON AN OFFICER’S PETITION TURNED
IN AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE TRYOUT.

MUST ATTEND A DRUM MAJORING CAMP AT OWN EXPENSE. THE
TRYOUT WILL BE JUDGED BY AN OUTSIDE PANEL OF BAND
DIRECTORS APPOINTED BY THE DIRECTORS.

o a ~ W

QUARTERMASTER

1. SUPERINTENDENT OF LOADING CREWS AND SET-UP CREWS.

2. RESPONSIBLE FOR VARIOUS STORAGE AREAS (KEPT NEAT AND
CLEAN).

UNIFORM MANAGER

10



1. ISSUES AND KEEPS A RECORD OF ALL UNIFORM EQUIPMENT
INCLUDING AN UP-TO-DATE INVENTORY

2. MAKES REGULAR INSPECTIONS AND REPORTS TO DIRECTORS ON
CONDITION OF UNIFORMS.

3. ORGANIZES CHECK-OUT AND CHECK-IN PROCEDURES, SELECTING
UNIFORM CLERK ASSISTANTS AS NEEDED.

LIBRARIANS

1. INDEXES, FILES, AND SORTS MUSIC. ISSUES MUSIC FOLDERS AND
KEEPS THEM UP-TO-DATE, TRIMS, SORTS, MENDS AND TAKES UP
MUSIC.

BASIC RULES

IN GENERAL, NEVER DO ANYTHING THAT YOU ARE SURE WOULD NOT BE
APPROVED BY THE DIRECTORS. USE COMMON SENSE AND ALWAYS
ASK FIRST.

MUSIC BUILDING RULES

1. PRACTICE ROOMS ARE FOR PRACTICE OF BAND INSTRUMENTS
ONLY. DO NOT ENTER THIS AREA WITHOUT YOUR INSTRUMENT,
MUSIC, AND PERMISSION FROM A DIRECTOR.

2. STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO KEEP THE BAND HALL, STORAGE
AREAS, RESTROOMS, AND PRACTICE ROOMS CLEAN AND
ORDERLY. KEEP INSTRUMENTS IN PROPER LOCKER AND ALL
MUSIC IN THE MUSIC STORAGE FOLIOS.

3. DO NOT ENTER ANY DIRECTOR’S OFFICE WITHOUT PERMISSION
(HOWEVER, PLEASE COME AND SEE US IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM).

4. VANDALISM~-REPORT ANY CRIMINAL ACT IMMEDIATELY. ANY
PERSON CAUGHT WILL BE REPORTED TO THE POLICE. WE WILL
FOLLOW SCHOOL POLICIES CONCERNING VANDALISM.

5. DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CASES AND MUSIC ANYWHERE OTHER THAN
YOUR LOCKER AND FOLIO.

o. MUuUsSIC STUDENTS ONLY IN THE BUILDING.

7. BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL, THE MUSIC BUILDING IS
FOR PRACTICE.

WE HAVE A BEAUTIFUL FACILITY. LET’'S KEEP IT THAT
WAY.
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INSPECTIONS

REGULAR INSPECTIONS WILL BE HELD AND A GRADE WILL BE
GIVEN. INSTRUCTIONS ON PROPER PROCEDURES WILL BE GIVEN BY
THE DIRECTORS. (CASE IN PROPER LOCKER, PROPER REEDS, SWAB,
CORK GREASE, SLIDE OIL & GREASE, VALVE OIL, CLEANING RAG, CLEAN
CASE & HORN, HORN IN GOOD WORKING ORDER, ETC.)

STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK WITH THE DIRECTORS IMMEDIATELY IF
A SCHOOL INSTRUMENT ASSIGNED TO THEM NEEDS REPAIR. REPAIRS
WILL BE PAID FOR BY THE SCHOOL UNLESS THE DAMAGE IS A RESULT
OF NEGLIGENCE ON THE PART OF THE STUDENT, IN WHICH CASE, THE
STUDENT WILL BE EXPECTED TO PAY FOR THE REPAIRS. KEEP
ALL HORNS IN THEIR CASES WHEN NOT IN USE.

BAND AND ATHLETICS

BAND STUDENTS MAY PARTICIPATE IN ATHLETICS AT MCHI UNDER THE
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

1. NOTIFY THE BAND DIRECTOR AS SOON AS BAND STARTS AS TO
WHAT SPORTS YOU PLAN TO PARTICIPATE.

2. CHECK THE SCHEDULE OF THAT SPORT AND DISCUSS WITH THE
DIRECTOR ANY CONFLICTS THAT MAY ARISE IN REHEARSAL
SCHEDULE.

3. LESSONS AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE EXPECTED OF EVERYONE
REGARDLESS OF WHICH SPORT YOU ARE PLAYING. FOR SPORTS
OTHER THAN VARSITY FOOTBALL, EACH STUDENT WILL BE
EXPECTED TO ATTEND A SCHEDULED SECTION REHEARSAL ONCE
A WEEK. IT IS THE STUDENT S RESPONSIBILITY TO CONFER WITH
HIS/HER COACH AND BAND DIRECTOR AND WORK OUT AN
AGREEABLE SCHEDULE FOR BOTH.

4. ALL U.ILL. CONTESTS ARE REQUIRED IN BAND. ITIS
UNDERSTOOD THAT ANY CONFLICTS SHOULD BE REPORTED BY
THE STUDENT IN PLENTY OF TIME TO WORK OUT THE PROBLEM IN
ADVANCE.

MARCHING SEASON
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MARCHING BAND AT MCHI IS COMPOSED OF ALL BAND
MEMBERS. EVERY BAND MEMBER CAN AND IS EXPECTED TO BE AT
EACH GAME TO PARTICIPATE WITH THE BAND. EACH BAND MEMBER IS
GIVEN AS MUCH EXPOSURE AS POSSIBLE DEPENDING ON THEIR ABILITY
AND INSTRUMENTATION. THOSE MEMBERS WHO DO NOT MARCH AT
HALF-TIME STILL PLAY IN THE STANDS AND IF POSSIBLE HELP ON THE
SIDELINES WITH EQUIPMENT. WE REALIZE THAT NOT EVERYONE WILL
GET TO MARCH EVERY GAME BUT WE ALSO TRY OUR BEST TO MAKE
SURE THAT EVERYONE GETS ON THE FIELD AT LEAST TWICE A SEASON.
OF COURSE, THOSE THAT MARCH AND PLAY THE BEST RECEIVE THE
MOST EXPOSURE.

THE MARCHING BAND PERFORMS AT ALL HALF-TIMES, USUALLY
TWO OR THREE PARADES, AND SOMETIMES OTHER SPECIAL
OCCASIONS.

DURING THE FALL OR MARCHING WE ARE VERY BUSY. AFTER
PIGSKIN, THE TIME LOAD OF EACH STUDENT IS MUCH EASIER. THE
WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR MARCHING PRACTICE HAS BEEN MONDAY
AND THURSDAY (4:30-6:30 P.M.) ON THE PARKING LOT AND
TUESDAY EVENING (6:00-8:30 P.M.) AT THE STADIUM. USUALLY
ONE SECTIONAL FOR EACH INSTRUMENT IS ALSO REQUIRED.
STUDENTS MUST BE PASSING ALL THEIR CLASSES IN ORDER TO
PARTICIPATE IN MOST BAND ACTIVITIES. THEY MUST ALSO EARN FIVE
CREDITS A YEAR IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE THE FIRST SIX WEEKS. THEY
CAN EARN SOME CREDITS IN SUMMER SCHOOL IF THEY FAILED THE
YEAR BEFORE. YOUR SCHOOL WORK COMES FIRST IN ORDER TO
PARTICIPATE IN ALL BAND ACTIVITIES.

REASONS FOR BEING AN ALTERNATE

1. INEXPERIENCE - WE USE THE MOST EXPERIENCED MARCHERS
AND PLAYERS WE CAN ON THE FIELD. THE MOST INEXPERIENCED
MARCHERS ARE NATURALLY THE FRESHMEN.

2. ABILITY - THE CLOSER WE GET TO PIGSKIN, WE USE THE BEST
MARCHERS WE HAVE. THOSE STUDENTS WHO MARCH AND PLAY
THE BEST SHOULD BE THE ONES THAT MARCH THE MOST. THE
UPPERCLASSMEN IN MOST CASES SHOULD MARCH AND PLAY
BETTER THAN THE FRESHMEN. FRESHMEN SHOULD TAKE HEART
AND REALIZE THAT AS LONG AS THEY ARE TRYING, THEY SHOULD
IMPROVE AT BOTH MARCHING AND PLAYING AND BE A REGULAR
THAT MUCH SOONER.

3. DEPENDABILITY - THOSE STUDENTS WHO HAVE UNEXCUSED
ABSENCES AND TARDIES WILL BE REPLACED BY ALTERNATES
WHO ARE MORE DEPENDABLE. |[F UNEXCUSED ABSENCES
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CONTINUE, THE STUDENT’'S BAND GRADE WILL SUFFER. ANYTIME
A STUDENT IS ABSENT FROM ANY PRACTICE FOR ANY REASON,
THEY CAN LOSE THEIR POSITION.

4. ATTITUDE - STUDENTS WITH A GOOD ATTITUDE THAT PRACTICE
CORRECTLY, MARCH WELL, AND CAN PLAY THEIR PARTS SHOULD
EARN A MARCHING SPOT.

5. ELIGIBILITY - IF YOU DO NOT PASS ALL OF YOUR CLASSES, YOU
CAN NOT PARTICIPATE AT FOOTBALL GAMES AND MARCHING
CONTESTS.

o. PLAYING ABILITY AND MUSIC PLAY OFF.

MARCHING CLOTHING

THE EARLY PART OF MARCHING SEASON IS VERY HOT. STUDENTS
NEED TO WEAR COMFORTABLE (COOL) MARCHING CLOTHING. SHORTS
AND TENNIS SHOES ARE SUGGESTED (NO BOOTS, SANDALS, ETC.).
THE STUDENTS MAY KEEP THEIR MARCHING CLOTHING IN A SACK IN
THEIR LOCKER. USE OF A WATER BOTTLE IS ENCOURAGED.

UNIFORMS

1. UNIFORMS ARE CHECKED OUT TO EACH STUDENT AND ARE KEPT
AT SCHOOL. ITIS VERY IMPORTANT THAT UNIFORMS ARE HUNG
PROPERLY ON THEIR HANGER AT ALL TIMES. AFTER EACH
PERFORMANCE IN UNIFORM, HANG UP THE UNIFORM WITHOUT
THE CLOTHES BAG SO IT MAY AIR OUT COMPLETELY TO PREVENT
ANY MILDEW.

2. KEEP UNIFORMS IN CLOTHES BAGS TO PROTECT THE UNIFORM
(EXCEPT WHEN AIRING).

3. EACH STUDENT IS TO KEEP TRACK OF THEIR UNIFORM NUMBERS
AND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE UNIFORM ISSUED.

4. UNIFORMS WILL BE CLEANED AS NEEDED DURING THE SCHOOL
YEAR. THE BAND DEPARTMENT WILL CLEAN ALL UNIFORMS
DURING THE SUMMER.

5. BLACK BAND SHOES AND BLACK SOCKS ARE NEEDED FOR ALL
STUDENTS. WE WILL ORDER SHOES DURING SUMMER BAND FOR
FRESHMEN AND ANY UPPER CLASSMAN THAT NEEDS THEM.
PAYMENT IS EXPECTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

6. EVERY BAND STUDENT MUST HAVE A MUSIC LYRE AND A FLIP
FOLDER WITH ALL MUSIC AT EVERY GAME AND PEP RALLY.
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COLOR GUARD

MEMBERS OF THE COLOR GUARD WILL BE SELECTED BY THE
DIRECTORS. SELECTION WILL BE BASED ON A TRYOUT DISPLAYING
THE FUNDAMENTALS WITH THE USE OF SILKS (FLAG). ATTITUDE,
COORDINATION, AND THE INSTRUMENTATION NEEDS OF THE
MARCHING BAND ARE ALSO TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. COLOR
GUARD UNIFORMS WILL BE FURNISHED WITH THE ACCESSORIES
(BOOTS, ETC.) THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT. TRYOUTS FOR
THE COLOR GUARD ARE USUALLY HELD IN THE SPRING (MAY OR
JUNE). STUDENTS NEED TO REALIZE THAT BEING IN COLOR GUARD
REQUIRES EXTRA PRACTICES OUTSIDE OF REGULAR MARCHING
REHEARSALS. THE COLOR GUARD CAPTAIN WILL BE CHOSEN BY
THE DIRECTORS ON THE TRYOUT DATE. THIS PERSON MUST SHOW
LEADERSHIP QUALITIES AND LOYALTY TO THE ORGANIZATION. THE
COLOR GUARD CAPTAIN WILL WORK CLOSELY UNDER THE DIRECTOR
IN CHARGE OF THE GROUP. THE NUMBER CHOSEN WILL DEPEND ON
THE SIZE OF THE COLOR GUARD. FEES WILL ALSO BE COLLECTED AT
THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR TO COVER INDIVIDUAL EXPENSES AS
THEY ARISE.

FOOTBALL GAME GUIDELINES

1. BAND MEMBERS MUST BE PRESENT DURING PRE GAME
REHEARSAL IN ORDER TO MARCH AT THE GAME.

2. ALTERNATES MAY TAKE A PERSONS SPOT ON GAME NIGHT ONLY
IF THEY HAVE WORKED WITH THAT SQUAD SUCCESSFULLY
DURING THE WEEK.

3. ANYONE THAT IS ABSENT OR TARDY CAN AND OFTEN WILL BE
REPLACED AND MUST LATER CHALLENGE TO GET THE SPOT
BACK.

OUT OF TOWN GAMES

DEPARTURE:
1. LARGE INSTRUMENTS WILL BE PUT ON THE INSTRUMENT TRUCK

BY THE LOADING CREW AS LONG AS EACH PERSON PUTS THEIR
CASE IN THE DESIGNATED AREA.
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MAKE SURE YOU HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR THE GAME
(BLACK SHOES & SOCKS, UNIFORM, HAT, BAND SHIRT, ALL MUSIC,
LYRE, AND INSTRUMENT).

FOOD IS TAKEN ONLY ON LONG TRIPS WHERE TIME IS NOT
AVAILABLE TO STOP AND EAT. KEEP BUSES CLEAN!!!

SHOES MUST BE CLEAN OR POLISHED FOR EACH GAME. YOU MAY
WANT TO BRING POLISH FOR SOMEONE IN YOUR SQUAD THAT
MAY FORGET.

BUSES:

STUDENTS ON BUS TRIPS MAY RETURN IN CARS ONLY
WITH WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM A PARENT AND THE
APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR AHEAD OF TIME.

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A PARENT PERMISSION FORM FILLED OUT
FOR ALL BAND TRIPS (ONE FORM WILL COVER THE YEAR).

DURING GAME:

Noooa o A LN

BE READY TO PLAY AT ALL TIMES. THIS IS OUR MAIN
RESPONSIBILITY.

WHILE PLAYING, EVERYONE BUT FLUTES MUST HAVE A LYRE TO
PLAY PROPERLY.

WATCH THE DIRECTOR OR DRUM MAJOR CAREFULLY WHILE
PLAYING. WE MUST PLAY OUR BEST AT ALL TIMES.

DO NOT PLAY ON YOUR HORNS DURING THE GAME UNLESS YOU
HAVE BEEN GIVEN PERMISSION FROM THE DIRECTOR.

YELL AND SCREAM FOR YOUR TEAM, SHOW SPIRIT.

DO NOT STAND ON CHAIRS, SOMEONE WILL GET HURT AND NO
ONE BEHIND YOU CAN SEE.

AFTER HALFTIME, EACH STUDENT WILL BE GIVEN A DRINK. NO
STUDENT IS ALLOWED TO EAT OR DRINK IN UNIFORM
UNLESS THE FOOD OR DRINK IS GIVEN TO THEM BY THE
BOOSTERS OR DIRECTORS.

RETURNING GAME RESPONSIBILITIES:

MAKE SURE YOUR BUS IS CLEAN.

GIVE THE LOADING CREW ROOM TO UNLOAD THE CASES. THEN
YOU ARE TO PICK UP YOUR INSTRUMENT AND EQUIPMENT AND
PUT IT IN THE PROPER PLACE IN THE BAND HALL. BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN INSTRUMENT, DO
NOT LEAVE UNTIL YOU HAVE YOUR INSTRUMENT.
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3. TELL YOUR PARENTS AHEAD OF TIME WHAT TIME WE ESTIMATE
GETTING BACK. WE USUALLY COME CLOSE TO THE ESTIMATE.

4. HANG UP YOUR UNIFORM PROPERLY BEFORE CHECKING IT INTO
THE UNIFORM MANAGER. YOU WILL BE ASSESSED A FEE FOR ANY
UNIFORM INFRACTIONS.

5. PLEASE TELL YOUR PARENTS NOT TO PARK IN THE DRIVEWAY BY
THE BAND HALL. WE MUST UNLOAD THE BUSES IN THIS AREA.

BAND TRIPS

OUR PRINCIPAL APPROVES OR DISAPPROVES OUR TRIPS. WE USUALLY
HAVE A TRIP EVERY YEAR, ALTERNATING BETWEEN IN STATE AND OUT
OF STATE. ON ALL TRIPS IT IS IMPORTANT FOR EACH STUDENT TO
REALIZE THAT THEY ARE REPRESENTING THE BAND, MCHI, AND THE
COMMUNITY OF MCALLEN.
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